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Synopsis

Argentina has produced Alfredo Di StA©fano, Diego Maradona, and Lionel Messi&#151;some of the
greatest soccer players of all time. The countrya ™s rich, volatile history is by turns sublime and
ruthlessly pragmatic. A nation obsessed with soccer, Argentina lives and breathes the game, its
theories, and its myths. Jonathan Wilson lived in Buenos Aires, in an apartment between La
Recoleta Cemetery&#151;where the countrya ™s leading poets and politicians are
buried&#151;and the HuracAjn stadium. Like his apartment, Angels with Dirty Faces lies at the
intersection of politics, literature, and sport. Here, he chronicles the evolution of Argentinian soccer:
the appropriation of the British game, the golden age of la nuestra, the exuberant style of playing
that developed as Juan PerA n led the country into isolation, a hardening into the brutal methods of
anti-fA%bol, the fusing of beauty and efficacy under CA©sar Luis Menotti, and the emergence of

all-time greats in Maradona and Messi against a backdrop of economic turbulence.
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Customer Reviews

This is a well told story that covers the history of Argentinian soccer both within - the Argentina
league - and without - in international competitions - the country. It also integrates the broader story
of Argentina such as the dictatorship’s attempt to use the 1978 world cup to enhance Argentina’s
reputation on the international stage. Though the book is not extremely technical, those without at
least an intermediate level understanding of soccer tactics may wish to have Wilson’s other book,
Inverting the Pyramid, on hand to provide some background on the evolution of soccer more
broadly. Overall, well worth the effort, even for those whose love of soccer is based largely on the

European game.



My second Jonathan Wilson book after Inverting the pyramid, | wasn’t disappointed. Painfully

researched and beautifully written.

Great read
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